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percent. Thousands of sole proprietors, peo-
ple with dreams, pay high, high rates. That’s
not how one encourages innovation or job
creation or expansion.

My tax relief plan reduces the marginal
rates that many small businesses pay. We
want you to have a fighting chance in a dif-
ficult economy. We also want people to have
more funds to reinvest and to grow their
businesses. We want to make sure that the
next generation of success stories continues
far into the future. I hope all of you will help
me in this task. We have minds to change,
and we’ve got some laws to pass. Our course
is set, and I believe our case is strong.

This week I’ve been meeting with Ameri-
cans of all backgrounds—young families,
leaders of large companies, entrepreneurs,
single moms. All are worried about the direc-
tion of our economy. All are agreed that ac-
tion is needed. And today I’m acting, for your
sake.

I urge the Congress to pass my tax relief
plan with the swiftness these uncertain times
demand. I will now sign a letter of transmittal
and soon hope I’ll be signing the needed tax
relief.

Thank you for coming.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:15 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting Proposed
Tax Cut Plan
February 8, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:
Enclosed please find my plan to provide

needed tax relief to the American people.
Over the last several months, the economy
has slowed dramatically. I believe that the
best way to ensure that our prosperity con-
tinues is to put more money in the hands
of consumers and entrepreneurs as soon as
possible. I look forward to working with the
Congress to enact meaningful tax cuts into
law.

George W. Bush

The White House,
February 8, 2001.

Remarks at the Swearing-In
Ceremony for Norman Y. Mineta
as Secretary of Transportation
February 8, 2001

Good afternoon to you all. Thank you all
for coming. Norm, welcome back to the
White House. Usually at events like this, a
new Secretary is joining the Cabinet. This
time a new Cabinet is joining the Secretary.

I’m pleased that you’re back. I’m glad that
your wife is with us. I’m going to welcome
your family members to the Oval Office.
Thank you all for coming.

For 21 years, Norm Mineta represented
the Silicon Valley in the United States Con-
gress. He understands the great challenges
taking place in the economic life of our coun-
try. He has an understanding of the transpor-
tation needs of America. He knows that
America relies more than ever on the sound-
ness of our roads and rails, bridges and run-
ways. And as our economy grows, so must
our capacity to move people and goods
quickly and efficiently.

This means investment in new infrastruc-
ture, as well as overdue repairs of the old.
Working with State and local governments,
we will work to meet the demands of our
growing economy.

Americans are especially concerned about
our aviation system. The results of economic
expansion are clearly visible at our crowded
airports. We must continue to reform and
modernize the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, and our Secretary of Transportation
brings the talents necessary to address the
problems and, more importantly, find the so-
lutions.

Our new Secretary will also work with
States and localities in planning new roads
and alternative transportation, such as bus
and light-rail systems. From Los Angeles to
Austin to right here in Washington, the trials
of commuting increase every year. It’s going
to take some clear thinking and creativity to
accommodate our Nation’s increasing travel
demands. And Norm Mineta is the right man
for the job.

It’s a high honor to serve the two Cabinets,
as the Vice President said. Norm has earned
this honor. His life is a story of determination
and courage and service. As a child, he lived
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in an internment camp. As a young man, he
wore his country’s uniform in Korea and
Japan. From there, he went on to become
a mayor, a Congressman, and a Cabinet Sec-
retary.

I thank him for accepting my invitation to
serve again, and I’m honored to have him
by my side.

Mr. Secretary.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:30 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Secretary Mineta’s wife, Danealia.
The transcript released by the Office of the Press
Secretary also included the remarks of Secretary
Mineta.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With
Respect to Iraq
February 8, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c), I transmit herewith a 6-month peri-
odic report on the national emergency with
respect to Iraq that was declared in Execu-
tive Order 12722 of August 2, 1990.

George W. Bush

The White House,
February 8, 2001.

Remarks at J.C. Nalle Elementary
School and an Exchange With
Reporters
February 9, 2001

The President. Good morning, every-
body. How are you?

Students. Good morning.
The President. Thanks for letting me

come by to say hello. Shall we get started?
Teacher Nancy Tentman. Boys and girls,

we have a very special guest this morning.
We are honored this morning to have the
President of the United States here with us
in our classroom, and he will be reading a

story to us this morning. He’s here on his
visit to promote reading.

The President. I am here to promote
reading. Thanks for letting me come by and
read. First, I want to introduce the Secretary
of Education, Dr. Rod Paige. He’s a friend
of mine. I knew Rod in Texas. He and I were
from Texas. And I asked him to come up
and become the Secretary of Education be-
cause he did such a fine job of being the
superintendent of schools in Houston.

And we’re all speaking about superintend-
ents—we’ve got the superintendent of the
Washington, DC, schools with us, Dr. Paul
Vance.

Superintendent Paul Vance. Good
morning, boys and girls.

Students. Good morning.
The President. Thanks for having us here

at Nalle. I’m so glad to see your principal,
Ms. Dobbins. She’s a pretty special person,
isn’t she?

One of the things that happens when you
get over 50—and I’m over 50—is you have
trouble seeing. [Laughter] So in order for me
to read this book called ‘‘More Than Any-
thing Else,’’ I had to put on my glasses.

This is also Black History Month. And
what’s important about Black History Month
is to read about different heroes who have
made a difference in making history and to
realize there are fantastic role models. So this
is a combination of history plus reading. So
thanks for letting me come by.

One reason I like to highlight reading is,
reading is the beginnings of the ability to be
a good student. And if you can’t read, it’s
going to be hard to realize dreams; it’s going
to be hard to go to college. So when your
teachers say, ‘‘read,’’ you ought to listen to
her.

Ms. Tentman. Thank you.
The President. Also, I hope you read

more than you watch TV. That’s pretty hard.
Does anybody do that, read more than they
watch TV? [Laughter] It’s good to read more
than you watch TV. That’s how you learn,
and it’s very important to practice.

Are you ready to go?
Students. Yes.
The President. Has anybody read this

book yet?
Students. No.
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